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Chaque Puissance contractante 
est admise a prendre connaissance 
de ce registre et a en demander 
des extraits certifiee eonformes. 

En foi de quoi, les Plenipoten- 
tiaires ont revetu la presente Con- 
vention de leurs signatures. 

Fait a La Haye, le dix-huit 
octobre mil neuf cent sept, en un 
seul exemplaire qui restera depose 
dans les archives du Gouvernement 
des Pays-Bas et dont des copies, 
certifiees eonformes, seront remises 
par la voie diplomatique aux Puis- 
sances qui ont ete conviees a la 
Deuxieme Conference de la Paix. 



Each contracting power is enti- 
tled to have access to this register 
and to demand certified copies 
therefrom. 

In faith whereof the plenipoten- 
tiaries have appended to the 
present convention their signa- 
tures. 

Done at The Hague, the 18th 
October, 1907, in a single copy, 
which shall remain deposited in the 
archives of the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment, and duly certified copies 
of which shall be sent, through 
the diplomatic channel, to the 
powers which have been invited to 
the Second Peace Conference. 



Convention relative a la transfor- 
mation des navires de commerce 
en oatiments de guerre. 

Sa Majeste l'Empereur d'Alle- 
magne, Eoi de Prusse ; etc. : 

Considerant qu'en vue de l'incor- 
poration en temps de guerre de 
navires de la marine marchande 
dans les flottes de combat, il est de- 
sirable de definir les conditions 
dans lesquelles cette operation 
pourra etre effectuee; 

Que, toutefois, les Puissances 
contractantes n'ayant pu se mettre 
d'accord sur la question de savoir 
si la transformation d'un navire de 
commerce en batiment de guerre 
peut avoir lieu en pleine mer, il 



[Translation.] 

Convention Relative to the Conver- 
sion of Merchant Ships into 
War Ships. 

His Majesty the Emperor of 
Germany, King of Prussia ; etc. : 

Whereas it is desirable, in view 
of the incorporation in time of war 
of merchant ships in the fighting 
fleet, to define the conditions sub- 
ject to which this operation may 
be effected; 

Whereas, however, the contract- 
ing powers have been unable to 
come to an agreement on the ques- 
tion whether the conversion of a 
merchant ship into a war ship may 
take place upon the high seas, it 
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est entendu que la question du lieu 
de transformation reste hors de 
cause et n'est nullement visee par 
les regies ci-dessous; 

Desirant conclure une Conven- 
tion a cet effet, ont nomine pour 
Leurs Plenipotentiaires, savoir: 

[Designation des Plenipoten- 
tiaires.] 

Lesquels, apres avoir depose 
leurs pleins pouvoirs, trouves en 
bonne et due forme, sont convenus 
des dispositions suivantes : 



is understood that the question of 
the place where such conversion is 
effected remains outside the scope 
of this agreement and is in no way 
affected by the following rules; 

Being desirous of concluding a 
convention to this effect, have ap- 
pointed the following as their 
plenipotentiaries : 

[Names of plenipotentiaries.] 

Who, after having deposited 
their full powers, found in good 
and due form, have agreed upon 
the following provisions : 



Article premier. 

Aucun navire de commerce 
transforme en batiment de guerre 
ne peut avoir les droits et les obli- 
gations attaches a cette qualite, s'il 
n'est place sous l'autorite directe, 
le controle immediat et la respon- 
sabilite de la Puissance dont il 
porte le pavilion. 

Article 2. 

Les navires de commerce trans- 
formes en batiments de guerre 
doivent porter les signes exterieurs 
distinctifs des batiments de guerre 
de leur nationality. 

Article 3. 

Le commandant doit etre au ser- 
vice de l'Etat et dument commis- 
sionne par les autorites compe- 



Article 1. 

A merchant ship converted into 
a war ship can not have the rights 
and duties accruing to such vessels 
unless it is placed under the direct 
authority, immediate control, and 
responsibility of the power whose 
flag it flies. 



Article 2. 

Merchant ships converted into 
war ships must carry the external 
signs which are characteristic of 
the war ships of their state. 

Article 3. 

The commander must be in the 
service of the state and duly com- 
missioned by the competent au- 
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tentes. Son nom doit figurer sur 
la liste des officiers de la flotte mili- 
taire. 

Article 4. 

L'equipage doit etre soumis aux 
regies de la discipline militaire. 

Article 5. 

Tout navire de commerce trans- 
forme en batiment de guerre est 
tenu d'observer dans ses operations, 
les lois et coutumes de la guerre. 



thorities. His name must figure 
on the list of the officers of the 
navy. 

Article 4. 

The crew must be under military 
discipline. 

Article 5. 

Every merchant ship converted 
into a war ship must follow in its 
operations the laws and customs of 
war. 



Article 6. 

Le belligerant, qui transforme un 
navire de commerce en batiment de 
guerre, doit, le plus tot possible, 
mentionner cette transformation 
sur la liste des bailments de sa 
flotte militaire. 



Article 6. 

A belligerent who converts a 
merchant ship into a war ship 
must, as soon as possible, announce 
such conversion in the list of the 
navy. 



Article 7. 

Les dispositions de la presente 
Convention ne sont applicables 
qu'entre les Puissances contrac- 
tantes et seulement si les bellige- 
rants sont tous parties a la Conven- 
tion. 



La 



Article 8. 
presente Convention sera 



ratifiee aussitot que possible. 

Les ratifications seront deposees 
a, La Haye. 

Le premier depot de ratifications 
sera constate par un proces-verbal 
signe par les representants des 



Article 7. 

The provisions of the present 
convention do not apply except be- 
tween contracting powers, and then 
only if all the belligerants are par- 
ties to the convention. 

Article 8. 

The present convention shall be 
ratified as soon as possible. 

The ratifications shall be de- 
posited at The Hague. 

The first deposit of ratifications 
shall be recorded in a proces-verbal 
signed by the representatives of the 
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Puissances qui y prennent part et 
par le Ministre des Affaires 
Etrangeres des Pays-Bas. 

Les depots ulterieurs de ratifica- 
tions se feront au moyen d'une 
notification ecrite, adressee au Gou- 
vernement des Pays-Bas et accom- 
pagnee de l'instrument de ratifica- 
tion. 

Copie certifiee conforme du 
proces-verbal relatif au premier 
depot de ratifications, des notifica- 
tions mentionnees a l'alinea pre- 
cedent, ainsi que des instruments 
de ratification, sera immediatement 
remise, par les soins du Gouverne- 
ment des Pays-Bas, et par la voie 
diplomatique, aux Puissances con- 
viees a la Deuxieme Conference de 
la Paix, ainsi qu'aux autres Puis- 
sances qui auront adhere a la Con- 
vention. Dans les cas vises par 
l'alinea precedent, ledit Gouverne- 
ment leur fera connaitre en meme 
temps la date a laquelle il a regu 
la notification. 



powers who take part therein and 
by the Netherlands Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 

The subsequent deposits of rati- 
fications shall be made by means, 
of a written notification, addressed 
to the Netherlands Government 
and accompanied by the instrument 
of ratification. 

A duly certified copy of the 
proces-verbal relative to the first 
deposit of ratifications, of the noti- 
fications mentioned in the preced- 
ing paragraph, as well as of the in- 
struments of ratification, shall bs 
at once sent by the Netherlands 
Government, through the diplo- 
matic channel, to the powers in- 
vited to the Second Peace Confer- 
ence, as well as to the other powers' 
which have adhered to the conven- 
tion. In the cases contemplated in 
the preceding paragraph the said 
Government shall at the same time 
inform them of the date on which 
it received the notification. 



Article 9. 

Les Puissances non signataires 
sont admises a, adherer a la 
pr^sente Convention. 

La Puissance qui desire adherer 
notifie par ecrit son intention au 
Gouvernement des Pays-Bas en lui 
transmettant l'acte d'adhesion qui 
sera depose dans les archives dudit 
Gouvernement. 



Article 9. 

Nonsignatory powers may adhere 
to the present convention. 

The power which desires to ad- 
here notifies its intention in writ- 
ing to the Netherlands Govern- 
ment, forwarding to it the act of 
adhesion, which shall be deposited 
in the archives of the said Govern- 
ment. 
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Ce Gouvernement transmettra 
immediatement a toutes les autres 
Puissances copie certifiee conforme 
de la notification ainsi que de l'acte 
d'adhesion, en indiquant la date a 
laquelle il a recu la notification. 



That Government shall at once 
transmit to all the other powers a 
duly certified copy of the notifica- 
tion as well as of the act of ad- 
hesion, stating the date on which it 
received the notification. 



Article 10. 

La presente Convention produira 
effet, pour les Puissances qui 
auront participe au premier depot 
de ratifications, soixante, jours 
apres la date du proces-verbal de 
ce depot, et pour les Puissances qui 
ratifieront ulterieurement ou qui 
adhereront, soixante jours apres 
que la notification de leur ratifica- 
tion ou de leur adhesion aura 6te 
recue par le Gouvernement des 
Pays-Bas. 



Article 10. 

The present convention shall 
come into force, in the case of the 
powers which were a party to the 
first deposit of ratifications, sixty 
days after the date of the proces- 
verbal of this deposit, and, in the 
case of the powers which ratify sub- 
sequently or which adhere, sixty 
days after the notification of their 
ratification or of their adhesion has 
been received by the Netherlands 
Government. 



Article 11. 

S'il arrivait qu'une des Pu : s- 
sances contraetantes vouliit de- 
noncer la presente Convention, la 
denonciation sera notifiee par ecrit 
au Governement des Pays-Bas 
qui communiquera immediatement 
copie certified conforme de la noti- 
fication a toutes les autres Puis- 
sances en leur faisant savoir la date 
a laquelle il l'a recue. 

La denonciation ne produira ses 
effets qu'a l'egard de la Puissance 
qui l'aura notifiee et un an apres 
que la notification en sera parvenue 
au Gouvernement des Pays-Bas. 



Article 11. 

In the event of one of the con- 
tracting powers wishing to de- 
nounce the present convention, the 
denunciation shall be notified in 
writing to the Netherlands Govern- 
ment, which shall at once com- 
municate a duly certified copy of 
the notification to all the other 
powers, informing them of the date 
on which it was received. 

The denunciation shall only have 
effect in regard to the notifying 
power, and one year after the noti- 
fication has reached the Nether- 
lands Government. 
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Aeticle 12. 

Un registre tenu par le Minia- 
ture des Affaires Etrangeres des 
Pays-Bas indiquera la date du 
depdt de ratifications effectue en 
vertu de l'article 8 alineas 3 et 4, 
ainsi que la date a laquelle auront 
ete regues les notifications d'ad- 
hesion (article 9 alinea 2) ou de 
denonciation (article 11 alinea 1). 

Chaque Puissance contractante 
est admise a prendre connaissance 
de ce registre et a en demander des 
extraits certifies conformes. 

En foi de quoi, les Plenipoten- 
tiaires ont revetu la presente Con- 
vention de leurs signatures. 

Fait a La Haye, le dix-huit octo- 
bre mil neuf cent sept, en un seul 
exemplaire qui restera depose dans 
les archives du Gouvernement des 
Pays-Bas, et dont des copies, cer- 
tifiers conformes, seront remises 
par la voie diplomatique aux Puis- 
sances qui ont et6 a la Deuxieme 
Conference de la Paix. 



Article 12. 

A register kept by the Nether- 
lands Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
shall give the date of the deposit 
of ratifications made in virtue of 
article 8, paragraphs 3 and 4, as 
well as the date on which the noti- 
fications of adhesion (article 9, 
paragraph 2) or of denunciation 
(article 11, paragraph 1) have been 
received. 

Each contracting power is enti- 
tled to have access to this register 
and to be supplied with duly cer- 
tified extracts from it. 

In faith whereof the plenipoten- 
tiaries have appended their signa- 
tures to the present convention. 

Done at The Hague, the 18th 
October, 1907, in a single copy, 
which shall remain deposited in the 
archives of the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment, and duly certified copies 
of which shall be sent, through the 
diplomatic channel, to the powers 
which have been invited to the 
Second Peace Conference. 



Convention relative a la pose da 
mines sous-marines automatiques 
de contact. 

Sa Majesty 1'Empereur d'Alle- 
magne, Eoi de Prusse ; etc. : 

S'inspirant du principe de la 
liberte des voies maritimes, ouvertes 
k toutes les nations ; 



[Translation.] 

Convention Relative to the Laying 
of Submarine Mines. 

His Majesty the Emperor of 
Germany, King of Prussia ; etc. : 

Mindful of the principle of the 
freedom of maritime highways, 
open to all nations; 



